13. SLIDING ON A RAINBOW

(Glissando Study)

Glissando is derived from a French word meaning “to slide”. It is produced by sliding the
fingernail rapidly over the white keys. Downward glissandos are performed with the thumbnail
Upward glissandos are done with the third fingernail. Don't reinforce the thumb or third finger
by bunching other fingers behind them.

A glissando goes to a melody note. It isn't exactly important what tone the glissando begins
on, but it is important what tone it ends on. Slide into each melody note as though it is part of
the glissando. The principal note is the last note of the glissando. DON'T STRIKE IT SEPA-
RATELY AFTER THE SLIDE. The glissando and the melody note are a single unit.

In this piece, the glissando (including the melody note) should consist of about seven or eight
white keys.
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